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THE IMPORTANCE OF “TODAY”  
Mike Riley  

A question we need to ask ourselves from time to time is, “How do I spend the 
blessed currency of time?” “Right now” is something each one living on the earth has 
in common and while multitudes of precious souls are being born into this world 
“right now,” multitudes of precious souls are also hurdling into eternity “right now.” 
Many of the souls leaving their earthly body wish – “right now” – they had a few 
more minutes to do things they must leave undone. 

“Today” Is All We Have! 

Today is the most important time for each one of – because it is all we have! We are 
not promised next year, next month, next week, or even tomorrow. Today is important 
because it is when we can make the “choice” to obey, to encourage a brother or sister, 
to take the first step in living a life for Christ… to find one’s life in losing it (Matthew 
16:25). 

What Is Your Life? 

James says that our lives are as a vapor that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes away (James 4:14). Our life, like the morning fog, vanishes in the heat of the 
sun. A day in our earthly life is a valuable and precious gift because it is soon over. 

Sin Deceives Us 

Sin may deceive us by telling us, “You’ve got time”. Therefore the inspired writer of 
the book of Hebrews tells us to “exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 
“today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin (Hebrews 3:13 
– ESV).” James states, “Come now you who say, Today or tommorrow we will go to 
such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit; whereas you 
do not know what will happen tomorrow” (James 4:12-13). The saying, “The road to 
hell is paved with good intentions” means that intending to take care of important 
duties at a future time is the pathway to eternal ruin. 

Though we plan to do something good (study the Bible, obey the gospel, teach the 
lost, call a discouraged brother or sister, visit the sick, minister to the needy) our 
hectic schedules crowd out our good intentions. We may forget that there will not 
always be a “tomorrow”. 

The Importance Of Living “Today” 

We are not promised tomorrow. “Today” is all we have. James gives us instructions 
on what our attitude should be concerning “Tomorrow”. “Instead you ought to say, ‘If 
the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.’ But now you boast in your arrogance. 
All such boasting is evil. Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, 
to him it is sin” (James 4:15-17 – NKJV). We must, like the five wise virgins, make 
preparations for the Lord’s second coming. Will Jesus find us “watching” and 
“waiting”? (Matthew 25:13). 

Brethren, let us imitate saints of the first century of whom it is said, “And every day, 
in the temple and at home, they ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus as the 
Christ” (Acts 5:42 – ASV). 
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FAITH OVER FEAR 

 Psychologists tell us that everyone in this world is born with fears and that over the span of our lives 
we will develop more fears. In fact, members of a psychology class asked 500 people one question: “What 
are you afraid of?” Out of these 500 people, the students listed over 7000 fears. Even though so many fears 
are present in the world today, one can overcome with faith.  Throughout the Bible we find many instances 
where people were facing fears and survived with faith.  
 

 We find in Daniel 6 that there is a man named Daniel and that he was a man in a  position of power 
and respect. The Meads and Persians had just taken control of Babylon and Darius was in charge. King 
Darius put 120 princes over the affairs of his whole kingdom and placed three presidents over all of the 
princes. We find that Daniel was “preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent sprit was 
in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm” (Daniel 6:3). What a powerful and respected 
man Daniel must have been! However, this position of power and respect did not offer Daniel a free ride to 
never have fear in his life. There was a plot that was being devised against Daniel by the other presidents and 
princes of the kingdom. They tried to find something in Daniel that was wrong, but they could not do such a 
thing (Daniel 6:4). Then, they turned to the one thing they knew Daniel loved the most--the law of his God 
(Daniel 4:5). So, they all got together and came up with a plan in which they knew would entrap Daniel. "All 
the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have 
consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition 
of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. Now, O king, 
establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which altereth not. Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree" (Daniel 6:7-9). Can 
you imagine the fear that would be in one's heart when he found out of such a law was passed by his own 
government? What was Daniel to do? How was he supposed to pray to God? 
 

 This new law written by his own government did not slow him down one bit. Daniel continued to 
pray to God just as he always did with faith.  "Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went 
into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees 
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime" (Daniel 6:10). He did not 
try to hide the fact that he prayed to God.  
 

 The plan, which his fellow princes and presidents set in motion, caught up with Daniel. They were 
watching to see what he would do, and in the moment he was caught they ran to Darius. King Darius now 
realized what had been done and when the king heard that Daniel had broken this new law, he was “sore 
displeased with himself” (Daniel 6:14).   Nonetheless, the king had to follow through with the law which was 
irreversible (Daniel 6:15).  So, Daniel was cast into the lion's den. This could have easily caused his faith to 
falter, but we never read of Daniel having fear. Instead, he had great faith that God would protect him and in 
the end, Daniel did survive. 
 

 Like Daniel, and the many others who put faith over fear, it is our goal to overcome the struggles of 
this life with the help of God.  God has promised that He will never leave the faithful (Heb. 13:5) but the duty 
of every man is to put all one's trust in Him.  "But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him" (Hebrews 
11:6).  

~jbburns75@gmail.com   



WELCOME: As we assemble on the Lord’s day for worship, we are 
honored to have others meet with us. It is our desire to glorify our Father in 
our worship. We always welcome questions about our service or anything 
you see or hear. If we can assist, please let us know  

THANK YOU NOTES:  
For your kindness that was expressed in such a thoughtful way—ThankYou! 
Memphis School of Preaching Students  

Dear Friends,  I feel that I can call all of you friends because of what you 
have done for me is what friends do for each other. Each time I have had to 
have surgery, your cards with all the good wishes and words of 
encouragement have picked me up when I am down. In fact when I got home 
from the hospital, they were here to welcome me home. I have kept everyone 
of your cards. I take them out when I need a pick-me-up. To say “Thank 
You’ could never cover how grateful I am to have you all as “friends.” Each 
and everyone of you have showed me how blessed I am. I have each and 
everyone of you in my heart and prayers. Thank You Flo Lynch 

I want to thank you for all the cards I received after my accident. They 
brighten my day. Thanks again. Clara Reasonover 

MISSIONS BOARD: Remember to check the Missions Board for updates 
on all of the missionaries we support.  

DIANA GOSPEL MEETING AND SINGING:  Meeting—June 5-9, 
Singing—June 10 & 11 at 7:30 PM. 

SHORT MOUNTAIN BIBLE CAMP: Bible Camp will be May 29th to 
June 3rd for everyone 9 to 18. We have several adults going this year and 
hope to have many youth. A list will be placed on the Welcome Center Table 
for you to send cards to them.  

LECTURESHIP BOOKS: If you would like a lectureship book please see 
Chris or Jonathan. They are $6.00 each and would benefit your personal 
study.  They are filled will great lessons.  

LECTURESHIP CD’S OR DVD’S: The entire 2016 Truth In Love 
Lectureship CD or DVD set is only $6.00. If you would like both CD’s and 
DVD’s it will be $8.00 for both. Please see Chris if you would like a copy.  

SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL:  Summer Bible School is about to begin for 
2016! The lessons are ready, the crafts have been made, the decorations are 
up, and our teachers are simply the best! If you have children or know 
someone who has children please consider getting them here for SBS. We 
will be studying the Parables of Jesus. We have entitled SBS “The Stories 
Jesus Told” this year to help reinforce that Jesus gives us the answers to life. 
If you would like to contribute money for Summer Bible School please give 
to Linda or Chris.  

News, Notes, & Announcements  
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N H C:  
 Elizabeth Gulley  
 Morris Howard  
 Mabel Hughes  
 Clara Morgan  
 Billy Pigg 
 Kay Wells 
 Troy Whitworth 
 Fannie Wilburn  
 

Hewitt House: 
 Wanda Cooper  
 Al & Betty Standen 
 

Ivy Crest: 
 Sue Howard 
 Dolores Shelton 
 

At Home: 
 Marge Brown 
 Sue Cantrell  
 William Edde  
 David Hendrix  
 Buddy Hutton 
 Peggie Jamieson  
 Gina Watkins 

THOUGHT OF  

THE WEEK 

 

No act of 
kindness, no 
matter how 
small, is ever 

wasted. 
FOOD PANTRY 

 

Spam, Spaghetti, & Spaghetti Sauce.  



Those To Serve  
Please meet in room 101 after Bible Study. If late, an alternate will take 
your place. If you cannot serve, please call Jimmy Alsup at 363-7936. 

Bible Class Schedule 

May 29th June 5th 
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S  M  B  C  
May 29th - June 3rd  

 

S  B  S   
Every Tuesday and Thursday in June 

Theme: The Stories Jesus Told  
June 6th - 30th 

2 years old - Middle School: Engraving Heavenly Truths Q5 
  

Adult Classes:  
Sunday AM Auditorium: Jonathan Burns  

Sunday AM Room 15: Joe Cooper  
Sunday AM Ladies Class: Margaret Jackson 

Ladies Bible Class: Jonathan Burns 
Wednesday Auditorium: Jonathan Burns 

AM - David Sain 

PM - David Sain 

 Announcements: Larry Thomason 
Song Leader: Joe Cooper  
Reading: Rob Eubank  
Opening Prayer: Joe Chr istopher  
Sermon: David Sain 
Closing Prayer: Joe Colvett 
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Thomas Wells • Ray Williford 
Serve: 
Rickie Britton • Jim Calahan •  Johnny Jackson 
Jason Musgrove •  Palmer Spence • Mark Woodard 
Nathan Hale (N) 
Alternates: 
Chris Hatfield •  Eddie Williams • Bryce Woodard 
Sunday Evening  
 PM Prayer: Rober t Br indley J r . 
 Reading: Char les Ball  
 Sermon: David Sain 
 Preside: Joel Or ton  
 Closing Prayer: Chris Page 
 Song Leader: Nathan Hale  
Wednesday Evening  
 Prayer: Jon Jackson 
 Reading: Chris Cooper  
 Offer Invitation: Bobby Wade 
 Closing Prayer: Bill Hatfield  
 Song Leader: Dennis Collins 
 

Greeters: Rob & Michelle Orr  
    Mark & Heather Woodard 
 

Fill Trays: Ashley Kelley & Tammy Alsup 
 

Clean: Ronald Story & Larry Thomason 
 

Cards: Elias & Riley 
 

Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
 

Van: Sun.AM: Mark Woodard 
         Sun. PM: Lynn Garner 
         Wed. PM: Lynn Garner 
 

IC Prayer: Rickie Br itton 
 

IC Scripture: Willard Carr—Romans 3:23-25 

Announcements: Lynn Garner  
Song Leader: Dennis Collins 
Reading: Joe Chr istopher   
Opening Prayer: Ronald Story 
Sermon: Jonathan Burns 
Closing Prayer: Phil Glover  
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Chris Page • James Jackson 
Serve: 
Steve Alsup •  Charles Ball •   Joe Cooper 
Nathan Hale •  Jason Musgrove •  Mark Woodard 
Larry Thomason (N) 
Alternates: 
Jimmy Alsup • Gil Witt 
Sunday Evening  
 PM Prayer: Johnny Jackson 
 Reading: Jon Jackson  
 Sermon: Kase Br itton 
 Preside: Joe Colvett  
 Closing Prayer: Ray Williford 
 Song Leader: Joe Cooper   
Wednesday Evening  
 Prayer: Chris Cooper  
 Reading: Thomas Wells 
 Offer Invitation: Jonathan Burns 
 Closing Prayer: J im Calahan  
 Song Leader: Joe Cooper  
 

Greeters: Palmer  & Betty Spence 
    Mark & Heather Woodard 
 

Fill Trays: Patsy Collins & Fay Robinson 
 

Clean: Car l & Ginny Conner  
 

Cards: Colin & Bill 
 

Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
 

Van: Sun.AM: Lynn Garner  
         Sun. PM: Jon Jackson 
         Wed. PM: Lynn Garner 
 

IC Prayer: Joe Chr istopher  
 

IC Scripture: Rober t Clark—Romans 6:20-23 


