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WHY STAY MARRIED?  
Neal Pollard  

 

Caitlin Flanagan, in the July 13, 2009, edition of TIME magazine wrote an 
article entitled, “Why Marriage Matters.”  
 
She begins by saying, “Buffeted by affairs and ennui, the intact, two-parent 
family is under assault. What America needs is to get over its commitment 
issues. (Hint: it isn’t love).”  
 
What was so fascinating about the article was that sociologists, feminists, 
domestic policy-makers, and other experts all came to the groundbreaking 
conclusion that children are healthier, more successful, and more productive 
who come from intact, two-parent homes.  
 
Flanagan kept returning to that conclusion, even as high profile cases of 
infidelity were offered to show how the guilty were selfishly putting their 
own ideals and needs above what their families truly needed.  
 
While I believe that it is possible for a marriage to grow more romantic, 
satisfying, and enjoyable each and every day of one’s married life, such is a 
tangible benefit of the hard work and eff ort invested in marriage. It is neither 
automatic nor an entitlement. I should not persevere in marriage or patronize 
it only when I am having a good time, getting my way, or reaping rewards 
from it. God created marriage to provide companionship and suitable help 
(Genesis 2:18-25) and a legitimate sexual outlet (1 Corinthians 7:1-5).  
 
It is thrilling to look back over years of partnership and see in one’s 
relationship a depth of intimacy built by shared time and experience. God 
depicts a loving, close relationship in marriage as the ideal (Song of 
Solomon, Ephesians 5:22- 33; 1 Peter 3:1-7). However, first and last, 
marriage is a lifelong commitment, an ongoing fulfillment of a vow made to 
and before God Himself, and a relationship that can be severed with God’s 
approval only under extreme circumstances (Matthew 19:4-9).  
 
Flanagan said much about marital partners considering how vital their 
staying married means to raising well adjusted, optimally functioning 
children. She showed the deep seated, lasting negative effects of divorce 
upon families and, ultimately, society.  
 
Yet, while it may only be a matter of semantics, I disagree with her premise. 
Staying married is about love. It is about knowing how to love, God’s way, 
and intentionally, intensely, and indefinitely nurturing and growing that love 
in the marriage.  
 
Love involves duty, but it is so much more. It is an act of the will more than 
aflutter of the heart. Yet, the payoff for marriage gives a man and a woman a 
lifelong glimmer of light that burns brighter even as the lights of our own 
lives gradually dim. Let us love our spouses with biblical love and watch the 
seismic effects for good upon the home, the church, and the culture!  
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ARE THERE DEGREES OF SIN? - BOB PRICHARD 

  

There are different types of sin, and sins have varying earthly consequences, but there are no degrees of sin. We sometimes 
think of “little white lies,” which we think are not as bad as other “big lies,” but the Bible simply says “all liars, shall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8). The eternal consequences 
for sin are the same for all sins, even if they are sins we think of as only “minor sins.”  
 

John wrote that “sin is the transgression of the law” (1 John 3:4). To transgress the law of the land is to commit a crime. To 
transgress the law of God is to commit sin. The literal meaning of the word sin is “to miss the mark.” When we sin, we have 
missed the mark of following God’s will. While there are no degrees of sin, sins may still be classified in certain ways. Some 
sins are moral sins, such as adultery and drunkenness, specifically condemned by the Bible. Other moral sins, such as gambling, 
are condemned in principle by the Bible. John sums up these works of the flesh, saying, “All unrighteousness is sin” (1 John 
5:17).  
 

Sins of commission are sins of disobedience to God’s will. When Lot and his family escaped from the wicked city of Sodom, 
God warned that they were not to look back. When Lot’s wife looked back, she became a pillar of salt. Her sin was not a moral 
sin, but it was disobedience to God’s command (Genesis 19:26).  
 

Another type of sin is that of not doing right—sins of omission. It is not good enough just to refrain from doing those things 
God has condemned. We must also do what God has commanded. James wrote, “To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). The Bible warns, “The wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23); and “all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). The foremost problem in the world today is a sin problem. Man is a sinner, and the 
consequences for sin must be paid. The wonderful news, however, is that even though man sins against the infinite God, He has 
provided a means of escape. Paul wrote, “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23). By obeying the commands of the gospel of Christ, we can have that eternal life through Jesus Christ.  
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WELCOME: As we assemble on the Lord’s day for worship, we are 
honored to have others meet with us. It is our desire to glorify our father in 
our worship. We always welcome questions about our service or anything 
you see or hear.  

THANK YOUS: Dear  Fr iends, Thank you very much for  your  prayers, 
visits and beautiful get well cards. I’m still under the doctor’s care. I go 
Tuesday to see him, praying for good results. Please continue to pray. God 
Bless, Ted Mullins 

BABY SHOWER: Ladies, Join us for  a Come & Go Baby Shower  in 
honor of Jenny Lee & Jordan Robinson & Harper Rose (1st grandchild of 
Tony & Cindy Creecy) “great grandchild” (of Betty Creecy & Billy & 
Barbara McGill). November 20th, from 2-3 pm East Hill Fellowship Room. 
Registry at Target & Clothes Pen.  

FOOD PANTRY: We are in need of Saltine Crackers, Ramen Noodles, 
Canned Fruit, Tuna, Tomato & Chicken Noodle Soup and Beef Stew. 

TEACHERS and PARENTS: I want to express my appreciation to all 
who attended our recent “Teachers Workshop.” Your attendance was so 
encouraging. I believe we all have a better understanding of this curriculum 
and were given some new ideas. One of these being, several of our teachers 
will be sending notebooks home with each child starting Sunday as we 
begin a new quarter of study. Inside this notebook will be the cards they are 
to learn as well as other information that our teachers feel will be helpful. It 
is our responsibility to know God’s Word and to be sure our children know 
God’s Word. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” 
II Timothy 3:16-17 PARENTS, there is a lot of room for improvement in 
learning these Cards, your help with this is needed. Our children must be 
deeply rooted in the knowledge of the Bible to face the world that lies ahead 
for them This notebook and the information in it is a renewed effort on the 
part of our teachers to do all that they can to help your children learn, but 
learning God’s word must begin at home.  Please remind your child to bring 
their notebook and Bile to class each Sunday and Wednesday. “Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” II Timothy 2:15 To All Bible 
Class Teachers: We may not have told you enough in the past and we may 
fail again in the future, but we want you to know how much we appreciate 
all that you do for our children, in teaching them the precious Word of God! 
The Word of God is able to save souls (James 1:21). Joe Christopher 

News, Notes, & Announcements  
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THOUGHT OF  
THE WEEK 

 

8 RULES TO A 
BETTER LIFE 

 
1. Never hate 

2. Don’t worry 
3. Live simply 
4. Expect little 

5. Give a lot 
6. Always smile 

7. Live with love 
8. Best of all, be with 

God 

N H C:  
Sue Howard 

Clara Morgan  
Billy Pigg 

Troy Whitworth 
 
 

HEWITT HOUSE: 
 

Wanda Cooper  
Al & Betty Standen 

 
 

IVY CREST: 
 

Dolores Shelton 
Mandella Williams 

 
 

AT HOME: 
 

Marge Brown 
Sue Cantrell  

William Edde  
David Hendrix  
Buddy Hutton 

Peggie Jamieson  



Bible Class Schedule 

November 20th November 27th 
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FOOD BOX PREPARATION  
November 29, 2016 

 
FOOD BOX GIVEAWAY 

December 3, 2016 

2 years old - Middle School: Engraving Heavenly Truths Q7 
  

Adult Classes:  
Sunday AM Auditorium: Jonathan Burns  

Sunday AM Room 15: Joe Cooper  
Sunday AM Ladies Class: Margaret Jackson 

Ladies Bible Class: Jonathan Burns 
Wednesday Auditorium: Jonathan Burns 

 Announcements: Joe Chr istopher  
Song Leader: Joe Cooper  
Reading: Phil Glover  
Opening Prayer: Lynn Garner  
Sermon: David Sain 
Closing Prayer: Johnny Jackson  
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Steve Alsup • Chris Cooper 
Serve: 
Jim Calahan • Dennis Collins • Joe Colvett 
Thomas Wells • Ray Williford • Bryce Woodard (N) 
Alternates: 
Rickie Britton • Jon Jackson • David Stampfly 
Sunday Evening  
 PM Prayer: Joel Or ton 
 Reading: Larry Wilsford  
 Sermon: David Sain 
 Preside: J immy Alsup 
 Closing Prayer: Mark Woodard  
 Song Leader: Dennis Collins  
Wednesday Evening  
 Prayer: Jason Musgrove  
 Reading: Gil Witt  
 Offer Invitation: Bobby Wade 
 Closing Prayer: Chris Page 
 Song Leader: Char les Ball  
 

Greeters: Rober t & Belinda Br indley 
 Nathan & Misty Hale 
 

Fill Trays: Dennon & Joye Alsup 
 

Clean Trays: Johnny & Cecilia Jackson 
 

Cards: Elias & Alex  
 

Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
 

Van: Sun.AM: Mark Woodard 
         Sun. PM: Lynn Garner 
         Wed. PM: Lynn Garner 
 

IC Prayer: Rober t Br indley J r .  
IC Scripture: Rickie Br itton—Titus 3: 4-7 

Announcements: Joe Colvett 
Song Leader: Dennis Collins 
Reading: Chris Cooper  
Opening Prayer: Larry Thomason 
Sermon: David Sain 
Closing Prayer: Willard Carr   
Preside At Lord’s Table: 
 Jon Jackson • Bryce Woodard 
Serve: 
Robert Brindley Jr. • Phil Glover • Chris Hatfield 
Chris Page • Palmer Spence • Jimmy Alsup 
Eddie Williams (N) 
Alternates: 
Rob Eubank • Johnny Jackson 
Sunday Evening  
 PM Prayer: Thomas Wells 
 Reading: Lynn Garner   
 Sermon: David Sain 
 Preside: Dennis Collins 
 Closing Prayer: Joel Or ton  
 Song Leader: Bryce Woodard  
Wednesday Evening  
 Prayer: Mark Woodard  
 Reading: Nathan Hale  
 Offer Invitation: Johnny Jackson 
 Closing Prayer: Jason Musgrove 
 Song Leader: Jack Parks  
 

Greeters: J immy & Nancy Alsup 
 Charles & Carol Gulley 
 

Fill Trays: Rober t & Belinda Br indley 
 

Clean Trays: Joe & Susan Cooper  
 

Cards: Connor  & Riley  
 

Baptismal: Barbara Williams 
 

Van: Sun.AM: Lynn Garner  
         Sun. PM: Jon Jackson 
         Wed. PM: Robert Brindley Jr. 
 
 

No Ivy Crest This Week 

AM - David Sain 

PM - David Sain 

THOSE TO SERVE  
Please meet in room 101 after Bible Study. If late, an alternate will take your 

place. If you cannot serve, please call Jimmy Alsup at 363-7936.  
 

Please consider this opportunity to serve as special and dress accordingly.  


