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THANK YOU 

WILLARD AND JUDY CARR 

East Hill is filled with some very special people. Among that number is Willard 

and Judy Carr. They have  worked tirelessly on preserving the history of the East 

Hill Church of Christ. Thank you for your work and care for this project.  
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Dedication To Brother 

Rost 

DEDICATION 

DUANE ROST  

His goal is to live to be 100 years old and then one day reach Heaven. Duane Rost 

has served as an Elder, Song Leader, Teacher, and Writer at the East Hill Church of 

Christ. He is a wonderful example of a Christian Gentleman, Husband, Father, and 

Friend to all who know him.  
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 John Goff Ballentine was born May 20, 1825 in Pulaski, Tennessee.   He was the first of 

eight children born to Andrew Mitchell Ballentine and his wife, Mary (Polly) Tittle Goff.   

John graduated from Wurtemburg Academy, a private school in Pulaski for young men, and 

The University of Nashville.  In 1848, he graduated from the Law Department of Harvard 

University and became a member of the faculty of Livingston Law School in New York City.  

He then began to practice law in Pulaski and Memphis, Tennessee and assisted his father in the 

management of the family’s business.   

 Shortly after the Civil War started, he  enlisted in the “Tennesseans in the Civil War” and 

became a highly-decorated Confederate soldier.   After participating in many battles (some of 

which were in Giles County), he became a Colonel.  After the defeat of the Confederate States 

of America in 1865, John returned to Pulaski to assist his mother in restoring and managing the 

family businesses and farms.   His father, Andrew Mitchell Ballentine, a wealthy businessman 

and landowner in Tennessee and Mississippi, had died in 1863 without a will.  After a lengthy 

process of settling the estate, a public auction by Chancery Court was held.   At the auction, 

John Goff Ballentine purchased 6.68 acres of the property in November 1873 for $3,941.50.  

The house and lots were located on East Madison Street and surrounding areas on East Hill.  

At that time, this property was not in the city limits.  In October 1899 fire destroyed the 

Ballentine home with the loss estimated between $9,000. and $10,000. 

 In July 1900, John Ballentine contracted with E. L. Lytton (also spelled Litton) to build a 

two-story red brick Victorian mansion on the same site.  The house was estimated to cost 

$10,000.  A lawsuit was filed against E. L. Lytton claiming inferior materials were used and 

cost overruns.  The total cost to build the house was $20,000.  The Ballentines moved into the 

house in January 1901.  At the time it was built, it was known as the finest house in Pulaski. 
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 John died on November 23, 1915, and his wife, Mary Elizabeth Laird Ballentine died 

January 17, 1917.  Both are buried in Maplewood Cemetery in Pulaski.   

 Another fire on December 25, 1935 claimed the Victorian mansion.  The only members 

of the immediate family left were Miss Sallie and Miss Adalaide  Ballentine.  In 1937, the 

sisters rebuilt, on the same site, a large two-story Greek Revival brick mansion containing the 

most modern features of the day and with a portico supported by four massive ionic columns.  

The cost was $75,000.  When the East Hill church auditorium was built in 1952, these columns 

were preserved and now stand at the front of the building. 

 Miss Sallie died in 1944.  After the death of Miss Adalaide in 1950, the Ballentine 

residence, land, and furnishings were sold at public auction in June 1950.  The house was 

bought by W. K. Jones and wife for $27,125.  They subsequently sold the house for $27,100 in 

June 1951 to become the East Hill Church of Christ.   C. E. Nance,  W. E. Walters, and Earl 

White were trustees of the church at that time. 

The deed provided that no business or trade shall ever be carried on upon the premises.  Other 

provisions were: 

• The worship and church services shall at all times conform to the well-defined tenets 

and practices of churches of Christ in general. 

•  Instrumental music shall not be introduced and used in the worship. 

• The missionary activities and program of the church shall not be carried on through 

organized missionary societies, or like organizations. 

• Preaching the doctrine of premillennialism shall not be permitted on the premises. 
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 The Second Street Church of Christ in Pulaski reached its membership peak in 1951, 

and in July of that year, the East Hill Church of Christ was begun from this congregation. 

 The East Hill church met for the first time at 509 East Madison Street on the   first 

Lord’s day in July 1951.  Paul Matthews, then located in Columbia, preached the first sermon.  

Two hundred and seven enrolled for Bible study.   The Ballentine property was purchased for 

$27,100.  The Second Street church paid $10,000. of this sum, and the new congregation 

assumed responsibility for the balance.  Eight months later the property was paid for 

completely.  Folding chairs, song books, and other necessary equipment for worship were also 

purchased and paid for. 

 At this time, the congregation met for Bible study and worship in the downstairs portion 

of the Ballentine house.  Duane Rost was the first song leader and served in that capacity for 

many years.  In August 1951, Virgil Bradford moved to Pulaski from Plant City, Florida to 

work full-time with the East Hill church.  The Bradford family lived upstairs in the Ballentine 

house.  The church used the balance of the building for classrooms and general assembly.   

A bulletin was first published on September 12, 1951.  In September 1971, an offset printing 

press and other necessary and related equipment were purchased for the publishing of a 

bulletin. 

 A fifteen-minute daily radio program from 12:45-1:00 PM began in 1951 and continued 

until the spring of 1958 when only a fifteen-minute Sunday morning program continued.  In  

1954, radio rates were increased from $5.25 per quarter hour to $6.25 per quarter hour.  In the 

early years of the program, other congregations in the county assisted in providing support for 

the broadcast.  Later, this became a thirty-minute Sunday morning program and continues to 

this date. 
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 The construction of the present auditorium, with a seating capacity of 600, was begun in 

March 1952 and was completed in December of the same year.  The membership of the church 

at that time was approximately 225.   Ben Brownlow and J. K. Woodard assumed the 

responsibility for building the auditorium, with Mr. Woodard in charge of the work.  Total cost 

of the building was $45,875. 55.   J.K. Woodard, Earl White, Ben Brownlow, and others 

furnished materials and labor at cost.  This saved the East Hill congregation at least $20,000. 

Pews to seat 500 people were ordered for the auditorium for $8,492.  They were delivered in 

time for the first service in the auditorium December 21, 1952. 

 In 1953, a county-wide singing was held at East Hill with 658 present.  Singing has 

always been an important part of the worship services at East Hill.  Several singing schools 

have been held.  Members from East Hill have sung at many funerals and continue to do so. 

 Elders were appointed on March 1, 1953.  Those appointed were W. E. Walters, Bryan 

Pigg, Duane G. Rost, and W. L. Thompson.  Two weeks later, M. C. Weatherman, R. M. 

Wheeler, William Wells, Earl White, Grady Crane, Charles Warren, Ben Brownlow, Oscar 

Batchelor, Marion Jones, and J. K. Woodard were selected to serve as deacons. 

 In June 1953, a house was rented at 406 West Flower Street for the minister and his 

family.  In October 1955, the church purchased a lot at 544 East Madison Street from Mrs. 

Jennie Mae Colbert for $2,500.00 to build a home for the minister.  A new home was 

completed in 1956.  In the summer of that same year, Virgil Bradford moved to Stoney Point, 

Alabama.  The final payment was made on the preacher’s home in February 1960. 

 Tom Holland and his wife moved from Minor Hill, Tennessee to work full-time with the 

East Hill church, and was the first minister to occupy the new home provided by the church.   

He continued preaching at East Hill through June 1958 when he decided to go into mission 
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work in Janesville and then Beloit, Wisconsin.  The East Hill church supported him there.  

After he left Beloit, the East Hill church supported Welborn Hayhurst, followed by James 

Windham, Paul Reddin, and W.O. Mobley.  Gordon McKool began full-time work in Beloit in 

April 1969.  In 1976 he moved to Platteville, Wisconsin to begin a new work.  East Hill 

supported him in this work. 

 Vacation Bible School (VBS) was conducted first in 1954 as a morning school.  In 1963, 

a night school was begun with a visiting speaker for the auditorium class. The 1964 VBS, with 

different speakers for the adult class, averaged 291 in attendance.   The five-day VBS in June 

1965 averaged over 300 in attendance.    In 2001, a Summer Bible School (SBS) program 

began, meeting on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to help young people know the Bible and 

to train them to be servants of God.  For several years, the Boys and Girls Club of Pulaski 

attended the class.  The VBS and SBS both were held each summer for a number of years. 

 The average attendance for Sunday School in 1957 was 317 and 340 in 1958. 

 Gilbert Shaffer and his wife, Mary, moved to Pulaski from Cookeville, Tennessee on 

July 7, 1958 to begin work on August 1, 1958.  Brother Shaffer began preaching in 1926.  

Previously he served as an evangelistic singer working with preachers such as N.B. Hardeman, 

G.C Brewer, E.O. Coffman, C.R. Nichol and many others.   He wrote and had published over 

15 gospel songs.  When he came to East Hill, he started the East Hill News as a monthly 

bulletin.  He was instrumental in establishing a class to teach men to go out to preach in other 

congregations.  Mrs. Shaffer began teaching a ladies Bible class meeting on Tuesdays during 

the school year.  The ladies class was later changed to Wednesday mornings and continues to 

this day.  They were very faithful in visiting members of the congregation, the sick, hospitals, 

nursing homes, funeral homes, and local businesses in the community.  
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 Early in 1958, Bryan Pigg resigned from the eldership.  In November 1958, J.K. 

Woodard resigned as deacon.  On October 25, 1959, Melvin C. Weatherman was appointed to 

the eldership.    W. D. Watson, C. W. Hart, Joe Harwell, Floyd Pierce, and James Holt were 

selected as additional deacons.   Charles Warren resigned as deacon and moved to Lake City, 

Florida in 1961. In 1961, there were approximately 28 congregations of the Lord’s church in 

Giles County. 

 Monthly support to the Tennessee Orphans Home was begun in the early part of 1961.  

For several years, ladies of the congregation went to the home regularly to assist with sewing 

and mending for the children.  East Hill continues to support the home (now Tennessee 

Children’s Home) monetarily and with supplies.   Monthly support of Childhaven in Cullman, 

Alabama began in 1964 and continued for several years. 

 Between 1958 and 1960, 74 were added to the congregation.  Of that number, 39 were 

baptized, 16 were restored, and 19 people placed membership. 

 Air conditioning was installed in the auditorium and classrooms of the building early in 

1960.   The parking area was paved in 1964. 

 Mission work was increased with the full support of William Hixon in Mason City, Iowa 

in June 1962.  Later, Don Kinyon replaced him and worked there until January 1972.   He was 

replaced by William E. Butler who moved from Dallas to begin work there on March 1, 1972.   

In 1973,  Howard Merches moved to Mason City to continue the work in that area.   East Hill 

had supported that work since 1962.   

 In July 1963, Luther Thompson resigned as an elder and moved his family to Elkton.  In 

October 1963, Joe Harwell, Hugh Cooper, and Charles Gibbons were appointed as additional 

elders.  Joe Harwell and his family later moved to Nashville.  R.M. Wheeler resigned as 
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deacon in August 1964 since he now was living in Lawrenceburg.  James Holt resigned as 

deacon in October 1963 to become full-time minister in Ardmore, and Ben Brownlow resigned 

as deacon in November 1963 since he had moved to Athens, Alabama.  Charles Gibbons 

resigned as elder in September 1967 to preach full-time at Hester’s  Chapel.  

Brother Gus Nichols held an eight-day meeting in 1963, speaking twice a day.  During 1963, 

there were 12 baptisms, five restorations, and five to place membership at East Hill.   In 1964, 

there were 13 baptisms,  2 restorations, and 40 placed membership at East Hill.    

 In 1965, there were 13 baptisms, 6 restorations, and 9 placed membership.  Average 

attendance for the August 1965 meeting with Tom Holland was 364.  There were 7 baptisms 

and 2 restorations during this meeting. 

 For a period of six years, a full Sunday’s contribution per year was sent to the church in  

New Kensington, Pennsylvania.  Assistance was given to the work in Korea in 1961, 1965, and 

1967.   The East Hill church has also assisted mission work in New Zealand, New York City, 

Montana, Idaho, West Virginia, Turkey, Brazil, Germany, South Africa, West Africa, North 

Carolina, the Fiji Islands, Spain, Pennsylvania, Ivory Coast of Africa, Ukraine, Ireland, 

Thailand, and many others.  In June 1964, regular monthly support was begun for the church at 

Round Hill near Lynnville, Tennessee.  In 1966, a donation was given to the Queens church of 

Christ in New York to help with the expense of preaching the gospel in connection with the 

World’s Fair. 

 In September of 1966, full support was begun for Leland Rogers, the preacher in 

Cornelia, Georgia.  The Cornelia church built a new church building and in 1969 purchased a 

house for the preacher and his family.  In July of that year, Brother Wesson was employed to 
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preach. He was followed by Felton Spraggins in 1971.  David Prevatt moved to Cornelia in 

February 1994 to work with the church there. 

 Since its beginning, the church has had several men to serve as treasurer: C. E. Nance, 

W.L. Thompson, C.W Hart, Malcolm Jones, Jeff Hamby, Rickie Britton, and Chris Cooper 

who presently serves. 

 Other activities and endeavors through the years include training classes for men and 

young people, ladies Bible classes, personal work classes, teacher workshops, Bible bowls, 

singing workshops, and other special classes.  Several of the men who were members at East 

Hill have gone on to do full or part-time gospel preaching.  Some of those were Cletus Nance, 

Tom Campbell, Charles Gibbons, James Holt, Everett McAnally, Horace Jones, Terrell Pitts, 

Herbert McNeese, Tim Fuqua, Josh Kraft, Jeremy James, and Brandon Britton. 

 In February 1967, Gilbert Shaffer moved to Lewisburg to work with the Farmington 

church.  John Parsons, a second-year preacher student at Freed-Hardeman College was secured 

to preach for the East Hill church until September 1967 when Frank D. Young and his family 

moved to Pulaski from Russellville, Alabama to work full time.  His wife, Gracie Young, was 

the daughter of Gus Nichols. 

 W.E. Walters resigned as an elder in July 1965 due to his declining health.   He had 

served faithfully as an elder since the first elders were appointed at East Hill.  In 1967, elders 

were Hugh Cooper, Duane Rost, and M. C. Weatherman.  Grady Crane, C. W. Hart, W. D. 

Watson, and William Wells were deacons at that time.  In February 1967, Floyd Pierce 

resigned as a deacon due to his health. 

 In an August 1967 meeting with Wendell Winkler of Ft . Worth, Texas preaching, there 

were 14 baptisms and 16 restorations.  
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 The Beulah Lamar property, directly across from the church building on Madison Street, 

was purchased at public auction in the fall of 1968 for $17,750.  The old residence was 

removed from the property in the spring of 1969 for additional parking.  The church 

auditorium and foyer were redecorated at this time. 

 The Frank D. Youngs left on December 1, 1970.  Brother Young had accepted a position 

to teach at the Memphis School of Preaching.  Clyde Woods became a temporary minister on 

the first of January 1971 until a full-time minister was obtained. 

 Support for the Korean Winter School was supplied in January 1971, and it was agreed 

to fully support this very effective mission effort on a regular basis. 

 Robert  McAnally of Flint, Michigan accepted an invitation to move to Pulaski to begin 

full-time work on August 1, 1971.  He, his wife, and three children moved into the preacher’s 

home.  An addition and assorted improvements were made to the home including a refurbished 

kitchen and re-roofing.  The East Hill News began being published weekly, and continues 

weekly to the present. 

 Books were purchased in January 1972 to begin a church library with subsequent books 

to be added on a continuing basis.  Willard and Judy Carr were given this responsibility and 

remain in this role.  As of this time, the library consists of over 3,600 volumes.  Most of these 

volumes have been donated in memory of friends and loved ones. 

 In March 1972, the property and house adjoining the Lamar lot and fronting on East 

Jefferson Street was purchased from Smith and Mary Woodard for $14,000.  The house was 

used to store furniture, clothes, wheelchairs, and hospital beds for loan, but because of repairs 

needed, the elders decided to have it torn down in  October 1978.   Medical equipment such as 

wheelchairs, walkers, etc. continue to be available to be loaned to those needing their use. 
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Grady Crane, one of the deacons, was in charge of the benevolent program, and he continued 

in that capacity for many years.  In later years, Robert Clark was in charge of this program; 

now Ray Williford serves in this capacity.  A visitation program has also been in operation for 

many years.  Grady Crane and Jack Parks were in charge of the program in the early years.  

Charles Gulley is presently over this program. 

 During April 1972, two additional elders, C.W. Hart and Herman Mobley, were selected 

to join M.C. Weatherman, Duane Rost, and Hugh Cooper.  Also appointed were seven deacons 

– Louie Fuqua, Malcolm Jones. Wayne Lovett, Jack Parks, Billy Pigg, Morris Tucker, and 

William Whitworth.  

 In 1972 a decision was made to purchase a 54 passenger bus to be used in youth 

activities and group transportation on church related activities.   May 7 was designated as Bus 

Fund Day with all contributions over the necessary $1,000 budget to go toward buying a new 

bus.  The challenge was made for members to purchase a seat for a  bus ($150), ½ a seat, or ¼ 

seat so that the bus could be paid for without any financing.  The cost of the bus was to be 

about $8,000.   The contribution for that day was $5,404.85, breaking all previous records for 

contributions.  Three hundred and thirty two were present for the morning worship.   

 A second Bus Fund Day was July 2, 1972.  The contribution was $3,202.14 which only 

left $397.86 to be paid since other contributions had been made.  The big red bus was parked 

in front of the building September 3, 1972 for all to see.  A bus route began on September 10 

on a limited basis and was expanded during the next few weeks.   

 In July 1972, the elders set $1,500 as the proposed weekly budget.  This represented an 

increase in benevolence, mission work, and a building fund of $200 per week.  A decision was 

made to utilize the local newspaper as a means of teaching concerning the Lord’s work in this 
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area.  Each ad would include a message and offer a Bible correspondence course as well as 

advertising upcoming meetings and events at East Hill. 

 In a November 1972 meeting with Charles Coil of Florence, Alabama, 20 people were 

baptized and 16 restored to faithfulness.  Average attendance for the eight services of the 

meeting was 299.  The average attendance for worship in 1972 was 343, and the average 

contribution for 1972 was $1,247.23. 

 East Hill’s first pictorial directory was published in 1973.  

 In the spring of 1975, a very successful bus ministry was begun and was in operation for 

many years.  A second bus was added in November 1975.  Through both donations and 

purchases, the bus fleet grew to five in 1977.  Later the buses were eliminated, and  vans were 

purchased. 

 Terry and Hellen Cordell placed membership at East Hill in October 1973, and Terry 

began full-time work with the youth in June 1974. From May 1975 to August 1977, Terry 

Cordell was employed as the youth minister and bus director at East Hill.  He conducted a 

youth worship service for the children in the congregation and the bus children.  April 18, 1976 

the attendance for worship was 694 with 104 of those from bus routes.  In the June 1976 

Vacation Bible School, the average for the week was 554, averaging 179 a night on the buses.  

In August 1977, Terry resigned to go to the Pulaski Street congregation in Lawrenceburg.  

 A new education wing of approximately 6,000 square feet, adding nine classrooms, three 

offices, restrooms, and a supply room was completed in 1975.  In preparing an entrance from 

the old building, a kitchen and office was completed.  Ralph Gilliam, a contractor and member 

of the congregation, was in charge of the construction.  Cost of the expansion was 

approximately $100,000. 
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 In June 1976, the elders decided the congregation would change to two worship services 

on Sunday morning at 8:30 and 10:30 with Bible school between services. 

 A 25th Anniversary service with Ted Kell preaching was held on July 4, 1976.  A record 

attendance of 706 were present.  A picnic lunch followed. 

 Herman Mobley resigned from the eldership in 1977 due to health problems.  Tom 

Campbell and Louie Fuqua were appointed as elders in March 1977 and Jim Criswell, William 

Gooch, Jackie Hamby, Robert Reasonover, and Ronald Story were added as deacons.   Duane 

Rost and M. C. Weatherman resigned as elders during this time.  Tom Campbell later resigned 

to preach full-time. 

 May 15, 1977 worship service times returned to 9:30 for worship and 10:30 for Bible 

school.  The attendance for morning worship was 516 with Jerry Humphries speaking in a 

gospel meeting.  There were 45 responses to the Lord’s invitation in the morning  service and 

14 in the evening service.  Forty three people were baptized in 1977.   Later, the services were 

changed to Bible school at 9:30 and worship at 10:30, as it is today.  

 In June 1977, the VBS had an all-time high attendance of 646 on Wednesday evening, 

with an average of 570 for the five nights. 

 Ron Holt, his wife, and two children moved from Florence, Alabama to begin work at 

East Hill as the associate minister in August 1977.  He resigned in August 1978 and moved to 

Huntsville, Alabama to work as full-time minister for the Huntsville Park congregation. 

 The March 26, 1978 Sunday morning worship had 616 present with 451 in Bible class, 

Sunday night attendance was 411, and Wednesday night Bible class had 423.  Bus attendance 

on Sunday morning was 106, Sunday night 127, and Wednesday 170. 
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 In September 1978, Jim Azbell with his wife and two children moved  to Pulaski for Jim 

to assume the duties of associate minister.  He attended Harding College and had a background 

of experience in personal work, youth work, and bus evangelism.  He left East Hill in 

November 1979 when the elders decided to discontinue the position of associate minister.  

Instead, the evangelistic money was pooled to support one man in the field.   

 Gordon McKool was selected to be the evangelist East Hill would support.  He, his wife 

and children moved from Wisconsin in January 1980 to be at East Hill for approximately one 

year and then move to a mission field to begin or strengthen the cause of Christ.  He would 

head up the personal work program while at East Hill.  When the East Hill elders decided to 

support work in Dawson, Georgia, he did not want to move farther away from family and 

accepted a position with the congregation in White House, Tennessee in September 1980. Jim 

Parker, who had been filling in as preacher at Dawson, began full-time work there in 1984. 

 In June 1979, there were three elders who oversaw the congregation and work at East 

Hill.  They were Hugh Cooper, Louie Fuqua, and C. W. Hart.  Those who served as deacons at 

that time were Jack Parks, William Wells, Wayne Lovett, Billy Pigg, Grady Crane, Macolm 

Jones, William Whitworth, William Gooch, Jackie Hamby, Robert Reasonover, Ronald Story, 

and Bobby Coggin. 

 Robert McAnally resigned in July 1979 to accept a position  with the South Florida 

Avenue church in Lakeland, Florida.  Thomas L. Orr was selected as the new minister.  He and 

his wife, Ruth, and their six children moved to Pulaski in August 1979 from Greenville, 

Kentucky.   Ruth was instrumental in encouraging several members to  become involved with 

the World Bible School Correspondence Course.  Tom left East Hill in 1982, and they moved 

to Lewisburg.  
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 The church has had a number of associate ministers including Terry Cordell, Ron Holt, 

Jim Azbell, Gordon McKool, Danny Douglas, and Kelly Webb. 

 Bert and Dot Watkins moved from Kentucky to Pulaski in November 1980 for a short 

time before going to Dawson, Georgia in January 1981 for mission work there under the 

oversight of the East Hill elders. 

 April 6, 1980 (Easter Sunday) the attendance for worship was 531 . The average 

attendance for the 1980 VBS was 453.  For a meeting with Guy N. Woods in November 1980, 

the Sunday morning attendance was 486, and the Sunday night attendance was 361.   A record 

attendance for 1981 was 550 on April 19. 

 Lee Guthrie of Birmingham, Alabama was selected to be the second missionary family 

to the state of Georgia.  He and Hattie, his wife, moved to Georgetown, Georgia the first of 

January 1982.  They had lived in Pulaski from 1952-1958 when he worked with the Taylor 

Street congregation. 

 In October 1982, Glenn Colley began preaching for the East Hill church.  Glenn and his 

wife Cindy moved to Pulaski from Bankston, Alabama to the East Hill preacher’s home.  Both 

of their children, Caleb and Hannah, were born while they were at East Hill.  Caleb is now a 

faithful gospel preacher.  They remained at East Hill until 1987 when he accepted the work in 

Salem, Virginia. 

 The elders made the  decision to support Tim Fuqua in the two-year preacher-training 

program at the Memphis School of Preaching (MSOP).  Tim and his wife Jennifer moved to 

Memphis in August 1983.  He graduated in June 1985 and began full-time preaching.  MSOP, 

a tuition free school, began in 1966 for the purpose of training men to be ministers of the 

gospel, offering  courses in Bible and related subjects.   Others from the congregation who 
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have been supported at the MSOP are Josh Kraft, Brandon Britton, and Jeremy James.  East 

Hill continues to help support young men who attend the school. 

 Paul Sain was selected to succeed Glenn Colley as the new minister for East Hill.  He, 

his wife, and three daughters moved to East Hill from Lebanon, Tennessee in December 1987. 

 A new publication, Truth in Love, was begun in 1988 and was mailed six times a year to 

other congregations and approximately 11,000 in Giles County.  Many from East Hill, younger 

and older alike, gave of their time to make this happen.  Truth in Love was a major effort, 

requiring hours of assembling, stapling, labeling, bundling, etc. to prepare the sixteen-page 

booklets.   Numerous people have expressed interest in this evangelistic effort and their 

appreciation for the material provided.  

 Elders in 1989 were Hugh Cooper, Louie Fuqua, C. W. Hart, and Eldridge Woodard, 

who was appointed in November 1987.  Deacons were Bobby Coggin, Charles Crane,  William 

Gooch, Jackie Hamby, Malcolm Jones, Wayne Lovett, Jack Parks, Billy Pigg, Robert 

Reasonover, and William Whitworth. 

 An annual Truth in Love Lectureship, with 10-20 well-known speakers, has been 

conducted in May since 1991.  Some of the speakers were Tom Holland, Curtis Cates, James 

Watkins, Robert Taylor, Winfred and Jimmy Clark, Garland Elkins, Dan Winkler, Dave Miller, 

B.J. Clarke, and many others.  Attendees come from the area as well as many states.  Students 

from preaching schools also attend.  A book of the lectures is printed along with tapes, CD’s, 

etc. that are available for anyone interested.  These materials are also given to students from 

preaching schools.   Hundreds of tapes and books are distributed throughout the United States 

and foreign countries. MSOP students have attended on Friday afternoons and Saturdays since 

the beginning and continue to do so.   
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Housing is provided for Friday night and meals are provided.  A dinner on Saturday is provided 

for all lectureship attendees. 

 In 1992, a special tribute was given to 24 couples in the  congregation who had 

celebrated their 50th or above wedding anniversary.    

 C. W. Hart passed away unexpectedly in October 1992.  At that time, the   C. W. Hart 

Scholarship Fund at the Memphis School of Preaching was established in his memory.  Since 

then, numerous memorials have been made, and the fund now exceeds $115,000.  Many young 

preachers in training have benefitted from this fund.   

 In 1993, eight additional deacons were appointed – Mike Breeding, Willard Carr, Rickie 

Britton, Tony Creecy, Kenneth Frazier, Charles Gulley, Johnny Jackson, and Bobby White. 

Of the 1993 East Hill budget, $104,000 went to mission work.  Over $6,000 was sent to the 

Iron City area in July 1994 after a tornado struck the area.  In October 1999, East Hill sent 

$8,000 and many boxes (over 3400 pounds) of clothing to the Myrtle Beach church of Christ to 

provide relief to flood victims. 

 In July 1994, Kelly Webb with  his wife, Terry, and their two sons, moved from 

Memphis to work with East Hill in personal evangelism.   He worked with this program 

through 1996. 

 The elders decided in 1994 to have a special summer series on Wednesday evenings with 

different speakers.  Speakers included ones East Hill was helping in mission or evangelistic 

work in various states.  This summer series was continued for several years.   

 A “Young at Heart” Banquet honoring those members who are 60 years of age and 

above was held in February 1995.  This became a regular event. 
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 In November 1995, the church was saddened at the slaying of Carolyn Foster, a strong 

faithful Christian member of East Hill.  She was one of two teachers at the Richland High 

School who were shot by one of the students.  Nearly $20,000 was given by friends and family 

to the Memphis School of Preaching in memory of Carolyn. 

 The church sponsored one minute spots, “A Better Life,” on the local radio station four 

times a day beginning in 1995. 

 East Hill began supporting the Radio Restoration Network with Roy Beasley in 1996 

and continued in this work for many years. 

 Wayne Lovett, one of the faithful deacons, passed away unexpectedly in October 1996. 

 There were over 50 who responded to the invitation of Christ during 1996. 

 Members were encouraged to read their Bibles every day and read through the Bible in 

1997.   A daily reading calendar was prepared and provided for all members and others 

interested.  This continues today. 

 Lynn Garner, one of the  East Hill members, and Danny Douglas, who had been hired 

for mission work in March 1997, returned home after two weeks of traveling and teaching in 

the Ukraine.  This was Lynn’s third trip there.  In June 1997, they returned to the area to teach 

the gospel of Christ to people who have never heard of true Christianity.  Lynn stayed 

approximately eight weeks, and Danny remained there to spread the gospel not only in 

Sevastopol in Ukraine, but in other parts of Crimea and eastern Europe.   A number of East Hill 

members helped with toys and games for children of the orphanage in Sevastopol.  Because of 

pressures from government officials in Ukraine, Danny returned home in late September 1997 

with plans to go back when doors are opened to teaching the gospel.  The East Hill elders 
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received a letter from citizens of Sevastopol expressing their gratitude for Danny’s work there, 

for his service, and for the Christian example he set for them.  East Hill continued to support 

him in this evangelistic work.   Lynn returned to Sevastopol in 1998 for a month to continue 

teaching there, but was advised not to say anything in public.  His teaching had to be done 

secretly in private homes. 

 In 1997, there were 10 baptisms, 18 requests for prayers and forgiveness, and over two 

dozen requests to place membership at East Hill. 

 After a sermon on marriage in February 1998, the following were honored with 

certificates:  57 couples of East Hill have been married over 40 years, 32 couples over 50 

years, and 8 couples over 60 years. 

 High school and college graduates who attend East Hill have been recognized each year 

with a Bible and lectureship books. 

 Danny Douglas left after the May 1998 lectureship for Wales in Great Britain where he 

worked with the churches in Cwmbran and Newport.   After about a year working in Wales, it 

was decided it would be best for him to relocate in Cambridge, England where there was a 

faithful and sound congregation.  Relocating to that area enabled him to go about strengthening 

the small congregations nearby. In December 1999, Danny moved to Peterborough, England 

but continued to preach and teach in Cambridge regularly.  There was more opportunity for 

evangelism in Peterborough, a growing industrial area near two American military bases. 

 In June 1998, Kenneth Frazier was added to the eldership, joining Hugh Cooper, Louie 

Fuqua, and Eldridge Woodard.  He resigned in 2004.  He had faithfully served as a deacon and 

teacher at East Hill for several years. 
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 The East Hill church began going “around the world” in 1998 via the internet.  The 

eldership encouraged the development of these communication lines and teaching of others 

throughout the world with faithful and sound materials.  This continues to be a very effective 

means of spreading the gospel of Christ to people in foreign countries as well as in the United 

States. An internet homepage was developed, www.easthillchurch.org.  Requests for materials,  

lectureship books, and tapes are received almost daily. 

 The August 16, 1998 attendance was 413, and the contribution was $8,207. 

 East Hill began assisting in a new endeavor with the work in Kenya through the work of 

James and Barbara Jones and World Mission Radio.   Support for this work continues today.   

 Three new deacons were added in June 1999 – Jeff Hamby, Joey Hamby, and Timothy 

Mayfield.   Later, Timothy Mayfield moved to Huntsville, Alabama. 

 Brandon Britton was added to the evangelistic staff at East Hill in 1999 after completing 

studies at the MSOP.  He began a “Learning the Bible” training class for the young people.  

“Sonshine,”a publication especially  for the youth, was begun. 

 By August 1999, there were 25,000 copies being printed of each issue of the Truth in 

Love.  Copies were being mailed to over 200 congregations.  Additional copies were often 

requested. 

 Every Wednesday night at 6:15 members of East Hill conduct a devotional at the Ivy 

Crest Assisted Living in Pulaski.  Attendees sing songs, have prayers, and study God’s word 

with the residents and several from East Hill.  
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 A farewell gathering was held in October 1999 for Louie and Wilma Fuqua.  Louie had 

retired, and they moved to Lafayette to be near family.  Louie faithfully served as an elder of 

East Hill for 22 years. 

 In 1999 there were 13 baptisms, 21 restorations, and 4 placed membership. 

 In June 2000, Danny Douglas returned to Tennessee.  He then began to preach for the 

Berea congregation near Columbia. 

 The elders told the congregation of tentative plans for expansion of the East Hill 

building and asked members to give an extra amount to the Building Fund.  A goal of 

$100,000. was given before work could begin. 

 In 2000 there were 16 baptisms, 60 restorations, and 9 placed membership. 

 The elders made the decision to seek out struggling congregations of the Lord’s church 

who are unable to afford gospel meetings and support Fred House in preaching in these 

meetings.  The first one was held in Saucier, Mississippi with several others following. 

VBS was held in July 2001 with the first night attendance of 355. 

 By 2001, East Hill was sending out almost 27,000 copies of Truth in Love to homes in 

Giles County, other congregations, and numerous foreign countries.  This was an evangelistic 

work of the church at East Hill to spread the gospel of Christ throughout the world.   

The East Hill congregation marked its 50th  anniversary on July 15, 2001 with a special 

homecoming day and Tom Holland speaking.  After services, a covered dish dinner was held at 

the National Guard Armory with a special program following. 

 Deacons at that time were Mike Breeding, Rickie Britton, Willard Carr, Bobby Coggin, 

Charles Crane, Tony Creecy, William Gooch, Charles Gulley, Jackie Hamby, Jeff Hamby, Joey 



25 

 

Hamby, Johnny Jackson, Malcolm Jones, Timothy Mayfield, Jack Parks, Billy Pigg, Robert 

Reasonover, Bobby White, and William Whitworth. 

 In August 2001, Jackie Hamby entered eternity after a long illness.  He served faithfully 

as one of  the deacons for many years. 

 In order to expand the East Hill building, the following houses and lots on Highland 

Avenue, directly behind the existing building, were purchased: 

• The Rufus Campbell house and lot, November 1999, $97,650. 

• The Clarence Abernathy house and lot, April 2002, $95,000. 

• The Edward Gowan house and lot, May 2002, $85,000. 

 In June 2002, East Hill sold two lots facing East Jefferson Street to James M. Bryant for 

$10,000 each.  He, in turn, was to move the two brick houses from the Highland Avenue 

property to East Jefferson Street.  The remaining house on the Highland Avenue lots was torn 

down to make way for the East Hill building expansion. 

 Every year of its existence, East Hill has held one or more gospel meetings with 

speakers from all over the country.  This includes Perry Cotham, Gus Nichols, Tom Holland, 

Guy N. Woods, Wendell Winkler, William Woodson, Thomas Warren, Bobby Duncan, David 

Sain, B. J. Clarke, and many others. 

 In February 2002, additional elders were selected – Joe Cooper, William Gooch, and 

Kelly Webb. 

 William Whitworth passed into eternity in April 2002 after faithfully serving as a deacon 

for 30 years.  Grady Crane resigned as a deacon in May 2002 because of his health.  He and his 

wife moved to The Hewitt House Assisted Living where he passed away in January 2003.  
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Randy Britton, Tim Townsend (later moved to the Nashville area), and Mark Woodard were 

added as deacons.  Mike Breeding resigned as a deacon in September 2004. 

 The average attendance in 2002 for the Sunday morning worship service was 368 and 

278 for Bible class.  Average attendance for the Sunday night service was 253, and Wednesday 

night service averaged 259.  The 2002 average Sunday contribution was $7,110.  During the 

year 2002, there were 16 baptisms, 19 restorations, and 22 placed membership. 

 Jeremy James graduated from the MSOP in June 2002 and began full-time preaching. 

 William Gooch made the transition from this earthly pilgrimage to eternity in a tragic 

accident in March 2003.   He had faithfully served as an elder for the past year. 

 Jeff Johnson and family moved to the Memphis School of Preaching in June 2003 to 

prepare for the ministry, graduated in  2005, and accepted a position preaching in Chattanooga.  

He later moved to the East Tennessee area. 

 Over 40 members met in August 2003 to prepare the lots purchased for future building.  

Rocks were picked up and the vacant lots cleaned.  After the work was done, a cookout was 

enjoyed. 

 In November 2003, the Wednesday Ladies Bible Class invited all employees of the 

Pulaski Police, Pulaski Fire Department, Giles County Ambulance Service, Pulaski-Giles 

County E911, Giles County Sheriff’s Department, and the Giles County Rescue Squad for 

lunch.  The ladies prepared an abundance of delicious food for all to enjoy.  It was our sincere 

desire to express appreciation for the dedicated servants of our community. 

 During 2003 there were 9 baptisms, 58 restorations, and 12 placed membership.  The 

average attendance in 2003 for the Sunday morning worship service was 362; Sunday Bible 
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class attendance was 281.  The Sunday night attendance was 259, and the Wednesday Bible 

class was  253.   Weekly contribution average for 2003 was $7,231.   

 A one-time contribution the last Sunday in 2003 for the building fund was $22,450.  

Final total reported in January 2004 was $26,450.  By January 18, 2004, there was close to 

$130,000 in the building fund.  The three pieces of land adjacent to the church building were 

purchased and paid for, houses moved, and land cleared.  Elders set a goal of $600,000 to have 

in hand before beginning construction.  The last Sunday in September 2004 was designated as 

a special day of emphasis toward this goal.  All contributions over $7,000 went toward the 

goal.  The contribution that day was $56,512.   The last Sunday in the months of October 

through December, over $200,000 was given toward the building fund.  At the end of the year, 

the building fund was $370,000.  The last Sunday of the month contribution continued to be 

dedicated to the building fund in 2005 and through March 2011.   

 In January 2005, Dave Miller, the Director of Apologetics Press, presented a 3-day 

series on The Quran, Islam, and New Testament Christianity.  In July, he presented seven 

lessons on “The Silencing of God” in the adult class of VBS. 

 A 10-class series on “The Growing in Faith and Knowledge” classes were taught by 

David Sain. 

 Johnny Jackson was selected as an elder of the church in April 2005 but resigned from 

the eldership in May 2008. 

 In September 2005, East Hill responded to a call from those affected by Hurricane 

Katrina.  Members of East Hill, with other surrounding congregations helping, took a 53-foot 

semi-truck loaded with supplies to the Orange Grove church of Christ in Gulfport, Mississippi.  

Several of the men went and helped unload and distribute food and supplies.  The next week 
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another 53-foot semi-truck was loaded with food and supplies and taken to other areas in need.  

Nine members went to deliver the supplies, and some of them stayed to work for several days.  

The next morning, another load was taken to Picayune, Mississippi. 

 In October 2005, Kenneth Frazier, a Bible class teacher and former elder, departed from 

this life suddenly on Saturday after being actively involved in the worship on the previous 

Sunday. 

 The November 6, 2005 attendance for Sunday worship was 431. 

 The Gospel Broadcasting Network (GBN) began on Friday, November 26, 2005 on 

cable systems, dish networks, internet streaming, video, etc. preaching and teaching the gospel 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  At that time, GBN was not available on the local cable 

provider, but was added in August 2007 on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30.    GBN serves 

two purposes.  One is to present the gospel to those who might never visit a church of Christ, 

and to provide Christians with godly and edifying programs they can enjoy on television.  

Elders at East Hill have been very supportive of GBN.  A satellite dish was installed at the East 

Hill church building for anyone to be able to come and watch programs.  GBN is now under 

the oversight of the eldership at Southaven church of Christ in Southaven, Mississippi. 

 Robert Hatfield, while a student at Freed-Hardeman University, wrote a series for the 

East Hill bulletin on “Why I Am a Member of the church of Christ” and another series on 

“Examine Yourselves Whether Ye Be in the Faith.”  He also became one of the speakers on 

GBN.  “Voices from the Past” on GBN includes speakers from the Truth in Love Lectureships 

of the past.  Paul Sain and Brandon Britton also had a 30-minute program “Speaking the Truth 

in Love” on GBN. 
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 The last Sunday in December 2005, the contribution was close to $30,000.  This brought 

the building fund to almost $592,000.   By February 2006, the building fund goal of $600,000 

had been met.  Many members gave to the building fund as memorials for friends and 

relatives.  Ground was broken as soon as weather permitted with plans for the building 

addition to be completed in eight months.   By then, over $640,000 had already been given 

toward the building construction.  This did not count almost $300,000 for the land and 

preparation.   The last Sunday in the month contributions over $7,000 were still being applied 

to the building fund.  It contains offices, classrooms, library, and restrooms.  Downstairs are 

restrooms and a large fellowship room that is used for many activities.  It can also be used as a 

storm shelter for the community. 

 Over 20 workers of the East Hill family went to the church at Grand Blanc, Michigan in 

June 2006 to conduct their VBS on the Miracles of the Bible. 

 The Certificate of Occupancy for the new building was received in February 2007.  Only 

general cleaning and waxing of floors needed to be done before moving in. 

 The theme for this year’s “Young at Heart”  (or “Senior Saints”) banquet honoring 

members over 60 years of age was “Precious Memories.”  This was held March 10 and was the 

first activity held in the new building 

 In May 2007, Robert Hatfield began working with the congregation for the summer 

months during his break from Freed-Hardeman University.  He spoke on the local radio station 

on Sundays and the one-minute spots during the week, taught the teen class, wrote  material for 

the bulletin, preached at times, and directed the Ivy Crest devotionals.  He continued to work 

with East Hill after graduating from Freed-Hardeman. 
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 Seventeen of the East Hill family traveled to New Orleans in July 2007 to conduct a 

VBS with the Chalmette congregation.   This congregation  was one of the many that suffered 

greatly from Hurricane Katrina. 

 In the  1920’s, at the Ryman Auditorium, brother N.B. Hardeman proclaimed the gospel 

of Christ to overflow crowds, and to thousands more via radio.  GBN sponsored “GBN at the 

Ryman – The Tabernacle Sermons of Today” July 1-3, 2007 with outstanding faithful 

preachers speaking.  For those who could not go to Nashville or hear the live satellite 

broadcast, all were invited to come to the East Hill auditorium to participate in this worship 

service. 

 Brandon Britton announced that he would begin working with the Fairview 

congregation in Giles County in August 2007.  He and his family were honored with a potluck 

lunch on his last Sunday at East Hill.   Kelly Webb, one of East Hill’s elders, went with 

Brandon to Fairview, along with several other members of East Hill. The following deacons 

also went to Fairview – Randy Britton, Jeff Hamby, Joey Hamby, Jack Parks, and Bobby 

White. 

 Seven members made the trip to Lafayette, Tennessee in February 2008, taking four 

truck and trailer loads of supplies to aid those people in the area after a tornado went through 

Macon County.  Over the next few weeks, additional supplies and money were sent to the area 

for those in need. 

 The elders announced that 500 new song books were being purchased for the 

auditorium.  Members could pay for a book, or more, and have a label placed in the back of the 

book in memory, or honor, of family members or friends and  specifying who purchased the 

book.  All books were purchased by members. 
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 In April 2008, Hugh Cooper resigned from the eldership after more than 45 years as a 

vital and faithful part of the East Hill eldership.  He passed from this life into eternity in 

November 2008.  He was a great Christian, a faithful elder, and a lover of the truth. 

 East Hill has been blessed in many ways, but one of her greatest assets is the talented, 

loving, and efficient teachers who share their Bible knowledge.  Some have taught faithfully 

for years and years.  Some have even had the privilege of teaching the children of ones they 

taught years ago. 

 Malcolm Jones resigned as a deacon in August 2008 after years of service in the 

kingdom of God.  He served as treasurer for many years and maintained attendance records 

through the years.   He  passed away in December 2009. 

 Members sacrificed, giving liberally, month after month to pay off the building debt.  

The expansion project was approximately $1,500,000.  In November 2008, the balance of the 

debt was down to $345,800.   The fourth Sunday contribution (over $7,000) continued to go in 

the building fund. 

 In 2008, the East Hill bulletin became available free via the internet. 

 In February 2009, Tom Holland delivered four lessons at East Hill.  Former preacher at 

East Hill, he is a nationally-known speaker, writer, lecturer,  television personality, and appears 

regularly on GBN.  Dozens of sets of CD’s of his lessons were ordered. 

 Johnny Jackson and Larry Thomason were appointed as elders of the congregation in 

February 2009.  Larry Thomason later resigned from the eldership.  Eldridge Woodard 

resigned as elder because of his declining health.  He served for over two decades as an elder at 

East Hill, always standing for the truth.  He taught the adult auditorium Bible class for several 
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years, walking through many books of the Bible.  He made the transition from this earth on 

November 3, 2010. 

 There was a Teachers Appreciation Dinner in August 2009 for those who teach, those 

who have taught, and those who would like to teach in the future.    

 Chris Cooper who works with East Hill’s web site, www.easthillchurch.org, reported 

that East Hill’s web site had 40,000 hits in July 2009.  About 20,000 of those hits came from 

Russia.  The church is involved in work that is literally reaching around the world, and people 

around the world are taking advantage of it.  All of the sermons at East Hill, bulletins, 

lectureships and books, etc. are constantly being uploaded to the web site for all to visit.   

 At the end of the year 2009, there were 12 deacons – Steve Alsup, Rickie Britton, 

Willard Carr, Joe Christopher, Robert Clark, Bobby Coggin, Tony Creecy, Charles Gulley, 

Nathan Hale, Joel Orton, Dave Stampfly, and Mark Woodard. 

 The contribution toward the building fund for the last Sunday in 2009 was almost 

$13,000.  This reduced the amount owed to under $180,000. 

 Some of the auditorium pews were relocated to allow space for the new Welcome Center 

in the back of the auditorium.  This new area is to welcome visitors, promote church 

fellowship, and create better options for videotaping the weekly services, gospel meetings, 

lectureships, etc.   Pews were moved to the fellowship hall downstairs, providing space for 

sitting while waiting in line at dinners.  Some pews were also moved to the SBS classroom. 

 The first Christian Servants Day at East Hill was held on February 10, 2010 with Tom 

Holland as the speaker.  A Bible teacher’s workshop for ladies was taught by April Meacham 

and Teah McWhorter.  The Christian Servants Day became an annual event.  This day is not 
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only for East Hill, but other Christians as well.  It was planned to instruct spiritually, uplift, 

inspire, and challenge those who attend to be better Christian servants. 

 In 2010, East Hill began hosting the Friday night area-wide singing in April each year.   

People come from Alabama and Tennessee to praise the Lord in song.  A meal is provided for 

all attendees after the singing. 

 Ray Baker, a Freed-Hardeman University student, was hired for several weeks in the 

summer of 2010 to work with the youth.  Youth Day, hosted by East Hill was Saturday, 

October 2, 2010 with a speaker, singing, fellowship, and games. 

 Joe Christopher became an elder of East Hill in November 2010, joining Joe Cooper and 

Johnny Jackson.  He had served as a deacon charged with overseeing the educational program 

of East Hill. 

 Dan Winkler and Tom Holland were speakers for the Christian Servants Day in February 

2011.  Christians from 38 different congregations heard these challenging lessons.  All of the 

lessons were also broadcast over the internet. 

 Robert R. Taylor, Jr. taught a series of lessons in March 2011 on “A Study of the 

Godhead.”  He is a well-learned Bible scholar and has spread the gospel for over 60 years.  He 

has been a speaker on most of the lectureships held at East Hill. 

 The fourth Sunday in March 2011 contribution of almost $14,000. completed the 

building debt.  On Sunday, April 3, 2011, members gathered for lunch after morning worship, 

and then rejoiced with a “note burning.”  It was truly a day to remember as the milestone of 

eliminating the debt on the building addition was celebrated. 
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Sunday, July 3, 2011, East Hill church celebrated the 60th anniversary with Tom Holland, Bob 

McAnally, Glenn Colley, and Brandon Britton as speakers.  Nearly 400 attended including 

many visitors.  Almost a dozen of the original members when East Hill began were present. 

The elders of East Hill decided to emphasize evangelism during the month of October each 

year with special speakers who are actively involved in missions.  This month is to provide 

more opportunities to be challenged from God’s word concerning evangelism.  An evangelism 

workshop was held with speakers from the Northwest church of Christ in Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Dave Miller presented a six-lesson study on “America’s Most Pressing Concern” in November 

2011.  This was a sequel to “The Silencing of God.” 

Eighteen workers arrived in November from the Memphis School of Preaching to conduct a 

campaign in the Pulaski area.  Almost 3,300 doors were knocked, excellent contacts were 

made, and several Bible studies were scheduled. 

A Bible Reading Marathon began on Wednesday, December 28, 2011 at 9p.m. and did not stop 

until Revelation was read by different East Hill readers, some 70 hours later.  The marathon 

was an online event viewed from East Hill’s website.  While showing that the entire Bible can 

be read in just three days, it makes reading the Bible through in 365 days look easy.  This was 

to encourage members to make a commitment to read through the Bible in 2012. 

 Saturday, February 28, 2012, Christian Servants Day speakers were Dan Winkler and 

Tom Holland.  Their subjects were “Lessons on Involvement.”  Video of all of the lessons are 

available in East Hill’s online video archives.   CD’s are  available for the lessons and DVD’s 

for “Tom’s Pastime on the Porch.” 
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 Support was begun for the Latin America Missions.  Brandon Britton is involved with 

this work. 

 With the completion of the new teacher’s resource room, a Teachers Enrichment Series 

was held for a special time of instruction and training for present, past, and future teachers 

During the 2012 SBS and VBS, students brought their coins to go toward the good work that is 

done through the Latin America Missions Change the World Campaign.  Both children and 

parents brought hundreds of coins resulting in a large jug almost full.   

 Youth Day was held at East Hill on October 6, 2012 with Cliff Goodwin and Lonnie 

Jones speaking. 

 Over 200 bags are prepared and distributed to shut-ins, assisted living, and nursing home 

patients each year during the Thanksgiving holidays. 

 The first community food giveaway was held on Saturday, December 8, 2012, when 

approximately 30,000 pounds of food was distributed to over 500 families.  Many of the East 

Hill members, young and older, gave of their time to help prepare for this special effort by 

taping and labeling boxes, filling boxes with food, greeting those who came, assisting them 

with their boxes, showing the love of Christ to the hundreds who came.   This became an 

annual event in early December. 

Christian Servants Day was February 21, 2013 with Dan Winkler and Tom Holland speaking 

on the topic of “Lessons on Discipleship.” 

The Teachers Appreciation Banquet was April 20, 2013 with Bill Irby as the evening speaker. 

In 2013 the SBS and VBS again joined hands with the Latin America Missions by bringing 

coins to help boys and girls in Latin America have their own Bibles.   Brandon Britton 
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accepted the jar of change and bills which totaled $638.  The last Thursday class of the SBS set 

a record for attendance of 106 students.   

 Friends and Family Day began being observed in August 2013.  This has become an 

annual event where members invite former members, friends, and family to attend worship and 

dinner following. 

 In 2013, there was a major update to the auditorium with new carpet, new padding for 

the pews, new storm windows, etc. 

 The Unite Program, designed for the young people, was initiated in November 2013.  

Dozens of memory verses were learned, deeds of encouragement were done through the 

Barnabas work, “Know the Books” class learned the books of the Bible, scrapbooks for the 

year were made, and younger women are being taught by the older women to be virtuous.  

Young men were taught to speak in worship and have a desire to become elders and leaders in 

the future.  Unite is a multi-faceted program for the youth that is designed to promote spiritual 

growth in Bible knowledge and to cultivate talents that can be used in serving the Lord. 

 Robert Hatfield announced in May 2014 that he and Emily would be moving to South 

Carolina to work with the North Charleston church of Christ.  They left in July 2014. 

 The SBS, formerly held in June and July, was modified to be a six-session schedule in 

June.  The VBS continued in July.  James Watkins taught the adult class, and Chris Clevenger 

taught the teen class in 2014. 

 East Hill assisted in providing support for Brandon Grieves as he entered the MSOP in 

July 2014. After graduation, he became the minister for the Fairview congregation in Giles 

County. 
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 For Friends and Family Day, August 10, almost 300 gathered to worship God and enjoy 

fellowship with many former members and visitors, 

 Jonathan Burns was selected by the elders to come to work with East Hill.  He is a 2013 

graduate of the MSOP and  came from the Arrington, Tennessee congregation.  He and his 

wife Kelley moved to Pulaski and began working at East Hill on August 31, 2014.  There was 

a welcome dinner for them on that Sunday. 

 September 27, 2014 was designated by the elders as a night of recognition and to honor 

participants of the Unite Program.  Many have participated in this program of learning and 

growing in knowledge. 

 The December 2014 food giveaway was a tremendous success with approximately 380 

boxes of food given to those in need.  In addition to the annual giveaway, food is given out 

regularly to those who come to the church office asking for help.  A food pantry is stocked by 

the East Hill members. 

 Christian Servants Day on February 28, 2015 had Tom Holland and Dan Winkler as 

speakers.   

 East Hill hosted a Ladies Day on April 11, 2015 with Tish Clark as the speaker.  She 

challenged the ladies to even greater service to the Lord.  Many visitors came from Alabama 

and Tennessee. 

 The SBS was held again in June with the Boys and Girls Club attending too.  The first 

day of attendance there were 104 present. 

 On fifth Sunday afternoons, Spiritual Men and Spiritual Women classes were held to 

assist members in their spiritual development and growth. 
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 A contract was officially finalized in May 2015  with the Pulaski Electric System (PES) 

to have Channel 98 (later changed to 22) airing the GBN programs locally 24/7.  Special 

programming by East Hill and the Fairview congregation allows their sermons and special 

programs to be aired.  This great work in evangelism is kept going financially by the two 

congregations. 

 Bob McAnally, former minister at East Hill, was the speaker for the August Friends and 

Family Day. 

 September 26, 2015, the Unite Banquet was held as a night of encouragement and honor 

for those who have worked so hard this past year, and encourage them to keep working for the 

Lord. 

 Paul Sain left East Hill in October 2015. 

 During 2015, the children’s classes changed to the Engraving Heavenly Truths 

materials.  This material is filled with scripture references, Bible accounts, Bible facts, and 

great teaching. 

 At the December food giveaway, 240 boxes were distributed. 

 Deacons at the end of 2015 were Steve Alsup, Rickie Britton, Willard Carr, Bobby 

Coggin, Chris Cooper, Charles Gulley,  Nathan Hale, and Mark Woodard. 

 For the Christian Servants Day in 2016, Glenn Colley and Tom Holland spoke on “The 

Family.” There was a record setting attendance of 216, representing 30 different congregations.  

Both of these men presented lessons that were relevant and challenging to Christian servants. 

In March 2016, Bobby Coggin passed from this life into eternity.  He had faithfully served as a 

deacon for many years. 
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 Ladies of East Hill attended a Ladies Retreat on April 1 and 2, 2016 at the Graymere 

Retreat Center.  The theme was “A Titus 2 Woman.’ 

 The focus in 2016 was on the SBS in June, and the church did not have a VBS.  This 

year’s lessons for SBS were on the Parables. 

 August 7, 2016, East Hill celebrated 65 years of faithful service to God with Tom 

Holland as the special speaker. There were many visitors and people who had served at East 

Hill in the past in attendance.  There were 210 in Bible class, 288 in morning worship, and 181 

for Sunday night.  

 East Hill and Fairview hosted the first Teen Leadership Conference at East Hill on 

August 13,  2016 with Kyle Butt giving  four challenging lessons.  Three hundred and sixty 

five attended from 37 different congregations, and 265 watched online (including a group from 

New Zealand).   The two congregations worked together to make the first teen conference a 

great success.   CD’s and DVD’s are available. 

 In the October missions month, Billy Bland and James Jones were speakers, giving 

reports of the mission work in which they are involved.   Jonathan Burns went with Billy 

Bland on a 20-day mission trip to the Philippines and Singapore in November 2016. 

 In the fall meeting in October 2016, the speaker was Mike Vestal of Midland, Texas.  

His subject  was “Can the Lord Depend on You?”  These lessons were broadcast on PES 

channel 98, and CD’s and DVD’s are available. 

 With the large group of members working, all 240 food boxes were put together for the 

December food giveaway in record time. 
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 The East Hill elders expressed a desire to the members to help send money to the 

Gatlinburg church of Christ to help with the recent fire disaster in Gatlinburg.  Their building 

was destroyed, and so were several members’ homes.  Over $5,000 was donated and 

forwarded to the Gatlinburg church in December 2016. 

 Christian Servants Day was held February 25, 2017 with Glenn Colley and Keith 

Mosher speaking.  Both men delivered excellent lessons on “Christian Joy.”  

 Sheila Butt was the speaker for Ladies Day in March 2017.  She spoke on a “Recipe for 

Life.”  Her lesson was live streamed with CD’s and DVD’s available. 

 The ladies of East Hill began a new project in 2017, the Teddy Bear Project.  Bears are 

made by the ladies and given to the local hospital, doctors’ offices, and emergency personnel 

to help children who are hurting.   

 The annual March meeting was held with Gary Hampton speaking.  His topic was 

“Does the Devil Know You?” 

 The Truth in Love lectureship was held May 10-14, 2017 with  16 different speakers.  

The theme of the lectureship was “Upside Down Reaching the World.”  Each of these lessons 

were created and presented in a way that could help for years to come.  Lectureship week is 

about spending the time together in God’s word and focusing upon heaven.  Lectureship media 

is offered now in four forms: Blu-Ray, CD sets, DVD sets, and Memory Key.  Lessons are also 

available in book form.   Lectures also air on the local Pulaski Bible Broadcast. 

 On Sunday, June 25, 2017, three new deacons were added to help with various works of 

the church – Jim Calahan, Dennis Collins, and Phil Glover. 
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 The SBS 2017 was a huge success with great participation from other congregations and 

some children who came last summer with the Boys and Girls Club.  The club was closed this 

summer. 

 The second Teen Leadership Conference sponsored by Fairview and East Hill was held 

at East Hill August 12, 2017.  “Transformed” was the topic with Glenn Colley, Craig Evans, 

Chad Landman, and Mary Lauren Doggett (for the girls) as speakers. 

 The conference was followed the next day with Friends and Family Day at East Hill.  A 

great number of people joined us for Bible class and worship followed by lunch and 

fellowship. 

 Money was taken up and $4,700 was sent to a congregation in Vidor, Texas as part of the 

Texas Relief Effort.  Many members of that congregation lost their homes and possessions 

from the flooding of Hurricane Harvey when they had over 50 inches of rain.  Contributions 

were to help families rebuild their homes. 

 The October Missions Month is important because it gives an opportunity to see the 

great works that East Hill supports.  The 2017 month featured  Billy Bland, Tavara Hanna, and 

James Jones.  All of these men work diligently to further the cause of Christ.    

 Cliff Goodwin was the speaker for the fall meeting October 22-25,  2017. 

 All of the East Hill services are now on TV (live and prerecorded) on the Pulaski Bible 

Broadcast. 

 Jonathan Burns left on November 23, 2017 for an 18-day mission trip to Singapore and 

the Philippines.  He spoke in the Four Seas Bible College in Singapore and worked with the 
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Commonwealth church of Christ in the Philippines.   He, along with Billy Bland, Tim Hayes, 

and Tim Burrows, went to four different countries doing various good works. 

 With an emphasis on security, cameras have been installed and are monitored during 

every service.  All outside doors are locked during worship services, and a security team is on 

the front door.  Other steps were taken to make East Hill a safe place to worship, study, and 

attend all functions. 

 Thanksgiving bags were taken to shut-ins in November.  The annual food giveaway was 

held December 9, 2017 with 192 boxes given out in less than two hours. 

 In December, $1,120 was sent to World Mission Radio (James Jones) to provide relief 

for those in need in Kenya.  

 Christian Servants Day was held February 24, 2018 with Tom Holland, Glenn Colley, 

and Keith Mosher speaking on “Serving Like the  Master.”  Lessons are available on CD, 

DVD, and other media types. 

 A large group of ladies enjoyed Ladies Day in March 2018 with Cindy Colley as 

speaker.  Her topic was “Be Still and Know.” 

 The spring meeting was held March 11-14, 2018 with John DeBerry. 

 The 2018 lectureship was held May 9-13 with 16 different speakers on “How to Survive 

Temptation.”   

 Summer Bible School was held in June with classes studying “The Miracles of Jesus.” 

 About $3,000 was given for those in Africa who were having emergency medical needs. 
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 The Teen Leadership Conference was held August 4 with Craig Evans, Chris Perry, and 

Sheila Butt (for girls) speaking.  East Hill and Fairview members work together to make this 

day a success. 

 The Senior Saints Dinner for those 60 and over was held July 28, 2018. 

 The Friends and Family Day was held August 12, 2018 to reflect over the past 67 years 

and to strengthen future generations. 

 Larry Acuff was at East Hill speaking in the fall meeting October 21-24 on a variety of 

gospel subjects.  He is presently a preacher in the Chattanooga area. 

 Jonathan Burns was in Singapore from November 20-December 5 working with the 

Four Seas Bible College and missions.  While there he worked with the school helping them 

prepare lessons for DVD’s, prepared special USB thumb drives for members, and spoke at 

locations across Singapore.  A large amount of resources was prepared for Christians in ten 

different nations to take home and use in helping the cause of Christ. 

 In the food giveaway December 8, 2018, 168 boxes of food were distributed to those in 

need. 

 Christian Servants Day was held February 23, 2019 with Tom Holland, Glenn Colley, 

and Keith Mosher speaking on the subject, “The Location of Service.”  This day was filled 

with great lessons, wonderful fellowship, many visitors, and was the biggest Christian Servants 

Day ever at East Hill.  During the services,  Tom Holland was honored for his years of 

dedication to the East Hill Christian Servants Day.  He departed this life for eternity on April 

25, 2019 after a life of service to the Lord. 
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 East Hill members donated $1,970 to the Caverns Road church of Christ in Marianna, 

Florida after Hurricane Michael.  Many in the church there and community lost their homes, 

jobs, and businesses.   Christians were able to meet many of their needs with the donations 

provided. 

 The spring meeting with Phil Sanders of Edmond, Oklahoma was held March 10-13, 

2019.  He is the speaker for “In Search of the Lord’s Way,” a nationally broadcasted television 

ministry of the Edmond church of Christ.  This program is now broadcast on the local radio 

station on Sunday mornings. 

 Ladies Day with Denise Martin as speaker was held April 13.   Her subject was 

“Stitched with Love.” 

 The May lectureship with 16 different speakers was on “The Family of God.”  The 

lectureship is valuable for all Christians and something to be enjoyed from year to year.  A 

book of all lectures is available as well as CD’s, DVD’s, Blu-Ray Disk, and MP3 thumb drive. 

 In 2019, East Hill did not have SBS, but had VBS in June.  The subject was “The Bad 

Guys of the Bible” with different speakers for the adult and high school classes.  VBS was a 

great success with great attendance, great lessons, and great fun together.   

 For the Friends and Family Day on August 11, members were encouraged to invite a 

friend to hear the lesson on “Loving the Lord.” 

 During 2019, two major building projects were completed – the Ballentine ramp to the 

back of the building and an electrical upgrade. 

 The fall meeting speaker was Derrick Coble of Sparta.  The topic of the October 20-23 

meeting was “Life Changing Stories.” 
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 Saturday, November 9, East Hill sponsored a Bible Class Workshop for congregations in 

the area with April Meacham and Teah McWhorter as the teachers.  

 The elders challenged all members to invite one person each week to the services at East 

Hill.    

 Thanksgiving bags were delivered to over 240 shut-ins on November 17. 

 Jonathan Burns left November 18, 2019 for a 16-day trip to Singapore.  While there, he 

was able to speak eight different times to a variety of individuals.  The Four Seas Bible 

Lectureship was blessed with a year of growth and reached its highest attendance ever.  Ten 

different nations assembled for the Bible Lectureship.  Lectures were streamed of the 

lectureship via Facebook and had nine different nations watching online.   The goal was to 

expose the world to Four Seas and have others want to join.  People reached out to the school 

and desired to know more and to attend the 2020 lectureship.  One person was baptized while 

he was there and the seed of the gospel was sown.  

 Deacons in December 2019 were Rickie Britton, Jim Calahan, Willard Carr, Dennis 

Collins, Chris Cooper, Phil Glover, Charles Gulley, Nathan Hale, and Mark Woodard. 

 For the food giveaway this year, members were asked to turn in names of someone they 

know who is in need of food and then be willing to deliver the box to them. 

 During 2019, there were eight baptisms and thirteen restorations. 

 As East Hill looks toward the future the elders selected Caleb Rutherford to work as the 

Associate Minister. Caleb and Kaylon moved here in May of 2020. Caleb is a 2017 graduate 

of MSOP. Since their arrival was during the Covid-19 Pandemic they were treated to a Pantry 

Pounding to help them settle and feel welcomed.  
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 Over the past years, several members of East Hill have left a part of their estate to the 

East Hill church. Their generosity has provided additional funds for improvements to the 

facility and supported additional mission work.  
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TRUTH IN LOVE SUBJECTS 

1991 - Speaking the Truth in Love 

1992 - “live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.” 

1993 - Fundamentals of the Faith 

1994 - The Cross of Christ 

1995 - Soldiers of Christ 

1996 - Strength for Daily Christian Living 

1997 - Jesus Spake These Things Unto Them 

1998 - The Christian Home 

1999 - Pressing Toward the Prize 

2000 - Choose You This Day Whom Ye Will Serve 

2001- My Lord and My God 

2002 - The Victory Through Our Lord Jesus Christ 

2003 - The Truth, The Word of God, The Gospel 

2004 - “What Can I Do When?” 

2005 - Surviving the Stormy Winds of Change 

2006 - The Glorious Church 

2007 - Ancient Texts 

2008 - Modern Applications of Ancient Texts (NT) 

2009 - Keys to a Successful Christian Life 

2010 - One Another: Our Relationship in Christ  

2011 -  Facts and Truths We Can Know 

2012 - There is Something Better Than … 

2013 - Don’t Ever Give Up 

2014 - We Trust in the Living God 

2015 - Laying Up Treasures in Heaven 

2016 - To God Be the Glory 

2017 - Upside Down: Reaching the World 

2018 - How to Survive Temptation 

2019 - The Family of God 

2020-2021 - Never Leave the Lord (2020 was postponed due to Covid-19) 
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PREACHERS WHO HAVE SPOKEN IN GOSPEL MEETINGS 

1951 - Perry Cotham 

1952 - None 

1953 - Perry Cotham – Eugene Clevenger 

1954 - A.C. Pullias – A.C. Dreaden 

1955 - Gus Nichols 

1956 - A.C. Pullias 

1957 - Gilbert Shaffer 

1958 - Gus Nichols 

1959 - Virgil Bradford 

1960  - Willard Collins 

1961 - A.C. Dreaden 

1962 - Tom Holland 

1963 - Gus Nichols 

1964 - John Allen Chaulk 

1965 - Tom Holland 

1966 - Lamar Plunket 

1967 - Wendell Winkler 

1968 - Willard Collins 

1969 - Mid McKnight  -  Tom Holland 

1970 - Robert Brown 
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1971 - W.A. Bradfield 

1972 - Alan Bryan  -  Charles Coil 

1973 - Landon Saunders  -  Nat  Cooper 

1974 - Wendell Winkler 

1975 - Guy N. Woods  -  Lamar Plunket 

1976 - Gentry Stults  -   Ron Brotherton  -  Carl Wade 

1977 - Jerry Humphries  -  Ron Brotherton 

1978 - Nat Cooper  -  Jack Exum  -  Albert Hill 

1979 - Guy N. Woods 

1980 - Gordon McKool  -  Guy N. Woods 

1981 - Robert McAnally  -  Roy Deaver  -  Thomas Warren 

1982 - Leon Barnes  -  David East  -  Guy N. Woods 

1983 - Leon Barnes  -  Bobby Duncan  -  Roger MacKenzie 

1984 - William Woodson - Robert McAnally  -  Leon Barnes  -  Guy N. Woods 

1985 - Gary Colley  -  Tim Pahman   

1986 - Ben Vick  -  Guy N. Woods  -  Roger MacKenzie 

1987 - Leon Barnes  -  Roger Dill  -  Jim Franks 

1988 - Leon Barnes  -  Glenn Colley 

1989 - David Sain  -  Thomas B. Warren  -  Roger MacKenzie 

1990 - Tom Holland  -  Bill Jackson 

1991 - Leon Barnes  -  Buster Dobbs 
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1992 - Wayne Coats  -  Winfred Clark 

1993 - Roy H. Lanier, Jr.  -  Raymond Hagood 

1994 - Perry Cotham  -  Jim Laws 

1995 - David Brown  - Keith Mosher, Sr 

1996 - Kelby Smith  -  B.J. Clarke 

1997 - Dave Miller 

1998 - Tom Bright  -  Bert Thompson 

1999 - Everette Chambers  -  Keith Mosher, Sr. 

2000 - Johnny Ramsey  -  Don Walker 

2001 - Maxie Boren  -  Danny Douglas 

2002 - Billy Bland  -  Winford Claiborne  -  Keith Mosher, Sr. 

2003 - Bill Irby  -  Cliff Goodwin - Wayne Coats 

2004 - Roger Banks  -  Garland Elkins - Jimmy Clark 

2005 - B.J. Clarke  -  Dave Miller  -  James Watkins 

2006 - Curtis Cates  -  Keith Mosher, Sr. - Perry Cotham 

2007 - Garland Elkins  -  Victor Eskew - Wade Webster 

2008 - Barry Grider  -  Cliff Goodwin 

2009 - Tom Holland  -  John Moore - Kevin Beard 

2010 - Bobby Liddell  -  Randall Evans - Billy Bland 

2011 - Robert R. Taylor, Jr.  -  Dave Miller - David Sproule 

2012 - Jimmy Clark  -  Barry Gilreath, Jr. - Todd Crayton 
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2013 - Wade Webster  -  David Sproule - Eddy Gilpin 

2014 - B.J. Clarke  -  Dan Winkler - James Watkins 

2015 - Tom Holland  -  Cliff Goodwin - Randall Evans 

2016 - John DeBerry  -  Mike Vestal 

2017 - Gary Hampton  -  Cliff Goodwin 

2018 - John DeBerry  -  Larry Acuff 

2019 - Phil Sanders  -  Derrick Coble - Various Speakers (VBS) 

2020 - Sidney White - Garry Hampton 
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