
The Christian’s

The website for the U.S. Department of Labor 
describes Labor Day as follows:
“It is appropriate... that the nation pay tribute 
on Labor Day to the creator of so much of the 
nation’s strength, freedom, and leadership 
— the American worker.”

Everyone enjoys to be rewarded for hard work, and 
one such appreciation to hard workers is observed 
once each year on Labor Day.
	 The Bible speaks of a day in which all faithful 
followers of the Lord will receive a great reward for 
their dedicated lives of labor. Paul wrote, “Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58). In 1 Corinthians 15, the inspired 
apostle encourages the labourer with reference to the 
victory that is made possible through Christ (15:57). 
Additionally, one may have confidence in the purpose 
of the work, and in the promises the Lord has made 
to his workers. Paul said that the Christian labourer 
does not labour in vain; a reward awaits!
	 Doing the Lord’s work is no simple task. In fact, 
Christian labour can be extremely difficult. For one 
to carry out this work, he or she must be willing to 
seek out lost souls (Luke 19:10; 1 Cor. 9:22). Workers 
for the Lord must be willing to diligently study and 
learn God’s Word (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Pet. 3:15). They 
must be willing to endure hardships and persecution 
(2 Tim. 3:12). The Christian worker will seize every 
opportunity to do good to all men (Gal. 6:10; Eph. 
5:16). Finally, Christian workers must be willing to 
dedicate an entire lifetime to service. Paul described 
the Christian lifestyle as a “living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1-
2). The idea is that the Christian’s life is continually 
offered to the cause of righteous obedience. “And let 
us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9).
	 The passage in Revelation is comforting to the 
Lord’s servants: “Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that 
they may rest from their labours; and their works do 
follow them” (Rev. 14:13). Jesus said that He is the 
way, truth, and life (John 14:6), and He invites all who 
labour and are heavy laden to come to Him for rest 
(Mat. 11:28-30).
	 A lifetime of earthly rest will reap an eternity of 
punishment and grief, but a lifetime of Christian 
obedience will reap an eternal reward (2 Tim. 
4:6-8)!
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Labor Day
The mood was light, happy and even almost fun as 

the nicely dressed men and women stepped off the 
buses, walked through the barbed gate and into the 
camp for the first time. Rumors of the horrible activity 
which defiled these secluded scenes had traveled from 
person to person, but no one actually believed those 
stories. These people were nothing more than loyal 
followers of their fearless leader; all they wanted was 
a better home with better inhabitants. They looked 
forward to a “better Germany.”
 The sounds of joy and laughter quickly turned to 
sorrow and crying as Allied troops led the German men 
and women through each building at the concentration 
camp after the war was over. Their eyes were opened 
to the fact that their Nazi leaders had been murdering 
literally thousands upon thousands of innocent people, 
all of whom came from a variety of backgrounds and 
nationalities. They could no longer hide behind their 
blankets of ignorance; these people finally saw reality. 
Many of these men and women later admitted to a 
previous knowledge of the concentration camps, but 
had simply dismissed it from their minds. They became 
increasingly numb to the reality of mass horror and 
innocent bloodshed.
 Christians today look back on the tragedy of the 
Holocaust and find it difficult to believe that many 
people ignored the horror that surrounded them. 
However, it seems that many individuals — even 
Christians themselves — seem to ignore a horrific 
situation in which the majority are involved: the loss 
of souls (cf. Matt. 7:13-14).
 The Bible seems to reinforce the idea that an 
occasional “reality check” is good for Christians. Paul 
noted that apostasy would bring a numbness to sin.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter 
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking 
lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared 
with a hot iron;” (1 Tim. 4:1-2, emp. added)

The Greek behind the words “seared with a hot iron” 
means to brand or render insensitive; to cauterize. In 
Ephesians 4:19 Paul described the Gentiles’ serious 
sinful state as those who were, “past feeling.” They had 
become apathetic to sin’s destructive forces.
 Isn’t it possible for Christians today to become so 
influenced and accustomed by the sinful world around 
us that we lose sight of the seriousness of sin? Could it 
be that many Christians are not working as they ought 
because they are numb to sin?
 The Lord is depending upon Christians to carry out 
His work and to stay focused. Matthew 5:14-16.
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